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Tokyo Marathon 2016 Wheelchair Race Preview

By Masazumi Soejima — Wheelchair Race Director

The Tokyo Marathon wheelchair race will turn international starting this year, its tenth anniversary year.
Some of the Japanese wheelchair athletes, including myself, have competed in all nine editions of the
Tokyo Marathon. As a new director of wheelchair races, I want to see very fast race that will challenge

the world record in Tokyo.

The current men’ s world record is 1:20:14 by Heinz Frei (SUI) which was recorded in the 1999 Oita
International Wheelchair Marathon. This record has stayed intact for 16 years. The goal is to break this

record in the Tokyo Marathon.

The wheelchair races will be affected by course undulation as well as the pavement condition. The Tokyo
Marathon course has least undulation as well as best surface condition among the Abbott World Marathon
Majors races, and thus Tokyo Marathon has the good chance for the record. The problem is the weather
on the race day. Historically, Tokyo Marathon has been marred with rain and wind and thus fast time has

not been realized.

However, this year, Joshua George (USA), World Champion who also won the 2015 Virgin Money London
Marathon, Kurt Fernley (AUS), 2015 Bank of America Chicago Mmarathon champion, and Ernst Van Dyk
(RSA), 2015 TCS New York City Marathon champion, will be in the field, and thus it is expected to be a

different race this year.

How would domestic athletes — Hiroyuki Yamamoto, Kota Hokinoue, Ryota Yoshida, and Tomoki Suzuki —
challenge these world bests wheelchair athletes? For the Japanese wheelchair athletes, Tokyo Marathon
is the Rio de Janeiro Olympic team qualifying race. First Japanese wheelchair athlete in the race under
1:28:30, provided he finishes in the overall top three, will have a chance to compete at the Olympic
Games. With this criterion in mind, I wish that Japanese athletes will compete aggressively against the

international field.

On the women’ s race, how Wakako Tsuchida, eight—time winner of the Tokyo Marathon will challenge
Tatyana McFadden (USA), who won the latest Boston, London, Chicago and New York City Marathons.
Can Tsuchida take advantage of her knowledge of the course in this competition against McFadden, who

is considered as one of the best in the world at the present time?

With the internationalization of the wheelchair race, speed and tactics of the lead pack will bring

excitement and tension all along the 42.195km marathon distance.

Cheer the athletes along the course from the start to finish.
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No. 1001 | &gt TILV AR INUE A5

ZFR74—IL./ Profile

44 A B Date of Birth

.................................................... 4 Apr. 1973
Name VAN DYK, Ernst E#5 Age
. 42
B Time K& % /Race NEL/Place
Qualified Time : 1:30:54.72015 —a2—3—%3T4(NYC) 1
BERERE | 1.1897,72004 KRF(Boston) 1
Personal Best -
% Remark 2014 KRRk (Boston) 1:20:36 1st
Australia
E£E. A—X+35)7-AUS Fa74— )L Profile
ae L a S0 — 4% H H.Date of Birth
1002 | &w Y—F-JxU— 23 . 1981
Name FEARNLEY, Kurt FE# Age
. 34
B * Time K& 4 /Race B4L/Place
Qualified Time * 1:30:46.2015 < 7= (Chicago) 1

BERSRE | {.1851,2011 KA (Boston) 2

Personal Best :

ﬁ%%/Remark

2015 —a2—3—UT4(NYC) 1:35:21 5th

United States of America

E£ ~ 7A)H-USA

No.1003

Name GEORGE, Joshua

Photo by AP/AFLO

BRI : Time A& %/Race IEfz/Place
Qualified Time : 1:31:31,,2015 OXK>/(London) 1
HESEEE | 1:2255.2012 SRVYA-ISUT—X
Personal Best * (Duluth, MN) 1

ZFA74—JL. Profile

44 A H.”Date of Birth
18 Mar. 1984
FE# Age
31

ﬁ%%/Remark

2015 —a2—3—%9T4(NYC) 1:30:55 2nd
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./ &V I— FO74—)L. Profile
VI — N 44 A H.Date of Birth
n1004 | &s A/ L &X 30 Mar. 1974
Name HOKINOUE, Kota FHinAge
; 41
BIRE05R Time XK£&4/Race NEZ/Place
Qualified Time * 1:26:45,72015 K% E M (Oita) 5
U RU R
- ¢ 1:20:52,72013 7 )L(Seoul 2
/\ @ Personal Best - - /7 )U(Seoul
&% Remark 2015 EIR(Tokyo) 1:30:23 1st
Japan
. &k FaT4—)L. Profile
e N 44 A H./Date of Birth
1005 | &m UK 52 31 May. 1966
Name YAMAMOTO, Hiroyuki FHinAge
; 49
BIRE0sR Time K4 /Race Bz /Place
Qualified Time : 1:25:02,72015 A4 E[(Oita) 2
BESBER © 12316,72011 Y™ L(Seoul) 3
Personal Best -
&% Remark 2014 EIR(Tokyo) 1:30:43 1st
Japan
FtiE. B3R -SUS FO74—IL. Profile
. == ~r 44 A B Date of Birth
1006 | &am M &X 28 Sep. 196
Name YOSHIDA, Ryota FiinAge
. 34
BEIRI05E . Time K& 4 /Race NE{L/Place
Qualified Time : 1:27:38,72015 7 )L(Seoul) 4
i 1:27:38.72015 2 JL(Seoul) 4
Personal Best
% . Remark 2015 EF(Tokyo) 1:30:36 3rd
Japan
e/ FE - AR/ \FELHEERES FO 74—l Profile
YN + 44 A H.Date of Birth
1007 | &m g5 A AR
Name SUZUKI, Tomoki FHnAge
; 21
BEiRE05E Time K£&4/Race NE{Z/Place
Qualified Time * 1:36:16.72015 X4>E[(Oita) 9
HESBER | 130362015 HE(Tokyo) 2
Personal Best -

5% Remark

2015 HI(Tokyo) 1:30:36 2nd
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United States of America

E£. 7A)75-USA FOT4—JL. Profile

No.1 101 | &1 9?7#-7777_7—_‘\/ 4% A B Date of Birth

21 Apr. 1989

Name MCFADDEN, Tatyana Ftn Age

. 26
BRI © Time K4 /Race GG/ Place

Qualified Time : 1:43:04,72015 —a—3—%>374(NYC) 1
BE&ERE | 135062014 HR(Boston) 1

Personal Best :

{5 Remark 2015 > h= (Chicago) 1:41:10 1st

United States of America

EEE. 7A)H-USA FOa74—)L./Profile

N 1102 | &ar 7RUA -5 A)— 44 A H.~Date of Birth

9 Jun. 1986

Name MCGRORY, Amanda FEWE Age

. 29
BIRE : Time K& % /Race IE{L/Place

Qualified Time : 1:45:55.72014 < H=(Chicago) 3

HERERE | 1:36:30.72012 SRYE-HF5UT—X
Personal Best - (Duluth, MN) 1

2011 A2 K> (London) 1:46:31 1st

e/ R /N\FRIE FET4— )L Profile

No. 1108 | 251 = H I+ 4% F B/ Date of Birth

15 Oct. 1974

Name TSUCHIDA, Wakako FH#h Age

. 41
HIRE0E : Time K&4/Race B4z /Place

Qualified Time - 1:38:07,72013 K5 EE(Oita) 2
BERSRR © 13406,72011 KRR (Boston) 1

Personal Best :

ﬁ%%/Remark 2015 ﬁ}ﬁ(Tokyo) 1:46:30 1st




BN IU—MEFEFUAL

ELITE WHEELCHAIR ATHLETES (MEN)

No. E & Name El# FR Nationality / City T:: HIBRBEIER Qualified Time ,EE":EZ:?
1001 |TIVVRRSUEAY VAN DYK, Ernst RSA |@72Uh 42 | 1:30:54 | 2015 =a—3—% 1:18:27
1002 [9—k-Fz2)— FEARNLEY, Kurt AUS |A—RFS5UT 34 | 1:30:46 | 2015 h3 1:18:51
1003 [Yava7-Ya—v GEORGE, Joshua USA |ZAy% 31 | 1:31:31 | 2015 ARy 1:22:55
1004 [{R/E X HOKINOUE Kota EE | vo— 41 | 1:26:45 | 2015 K% 1:20:52
1005 |IUA 2z YAMAMOTO,Hiroyuki &R 49 | 1:25:02 | 2015 K% 1:23:16
1006 |HH BA YOSHIDA,Ryota HE |SUS 34 | 1:27:38 | 2015 YL 1:27:38
1007 |#6K RA% SUZUKI Tomoki TE |BHR/SELHERS 21 | 1:36:06 | 2015 K%& 1:30:36
1021 |EIS IE# SOEJIMA Masazumi RIE |V ASOEJMA 45 | 1:25:15 | 2015 K% 1:18:50
1022 [FEF SR NISHIDA Hiroki KR |1\h5180 7499 31 | 1:25:16 | 2015 K% 1:25:16
1023 |AfR fEiE KUBO,Kozo dtifEE |Bsry)a—avX 34 | 1:27:42 | 2015 YL 1:23:24
1024 [0 B WATANABE, Sho #8[@ [TOPPAN 24 | 1:30:51 | 2013 AT UL 1:30:51
1025 |&H BE YOSHIDA, Takashi KR [ KRSV +—X 37 | 1:34:31 | 2013 K% 1:32:57
1026 |f5 HiF NISHLYuki RR |E+EAE 22 | 1:37:40 | 2015 K% 1:37:40
1027 [©32 - RIR Smith,Charles John GBR [/¥UR 26 | 1.40.36 | 2015 —a—3—% 1.40.36
HVI T —hs ¥)!
—bEFEF)IAE
ELITE WHEELCHAIR ATHLETES (WOMEN)
No. E & Name B FR Nationality / City i‘:’: HIRREIER Qualified Time ESE":E”::
1101 |#FF7F+<X9I7—T>  |MCFADDEN, Tatyana USA |7A)% 26 | 1:43:04 | 2015 =a2—3—% 1:35:06
1102 |75 -=50)— MCGRORY, Amanda USA _|ZXAUA 29 | 1:45:55 | 2014 L h3 1:36:39
1103 |+MA FH}F TSUCHIDA Wakako B |NFRIE 41 | 1:38:07 | 2013 K% 1:34:06
1121 [l #nse [NAKAYAMA, Kazumi #WEN |FOEFAT 32 [ 1:54:36 | 2013 K% 1:54:36
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